
 

   FEBRUARY 2012 
Volume 144   Number 2 Harbinger 

Zion Lutheran Church 

2122 Bronson Blvd. 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008 
Telephone:  269-382-2360 

Email: zion@zionkazoo.org 

www.zionkazoo.org 

 

LENTLENTLENTLENT    

Page 2 

 
Faith and Life/ 

Baptism 
Page 3 

 
Campus Ministry 

Page 7 

 
Paul Maier Seminar 

March 10 
Page 8 

 
Middle School News 

Page 9 

 
Hilltop Preschool 

Page 11 

 
Financial Results 

Page 16 

How refreshing it would be if Presidential campaigns would never 
mention opponents, but spent all their energy simply explaining 

their unique vision and approach to governing!  We lament that 

this nation is so divided when it comes to politics.  But when the 

method of winning is based on negative campaigns and 

destroying the personal appeal of the “other,” how can it be any 

different?  The result is no matter who wins, at least half of the 

nation is convinced that person is evil, corrupt, or incompetent.  

Then the pendulum swings the other way and the other half of 

the nation is frustrated and angry for the same reason.  (What a 

vicious cycle!)  On the other hand, Jesus’ campaign to recruit 

followers was based on a positive approach in which he lifted up 

his ideals, his vision, and then he showed them in action.  Rather 

than destroying others, he surrendered himself FOR each of us.  

Rather than personal insults and verbal attacks on Satan, Jesus 

showed God’s love (an alternative approach to life) and what 

“loving God and neighbor looked like.”   That is how the vicious 

cycle of sin and death was broken.  So it can and should be for 
us.  When we complain about what is broken (lost jobs, illness, 
etc.) we only get angry and frustrated and feel cheated.  When 

we lift high the cross and daily celebrate the new life of an empty 

tomb, our focus is on what alone can change our present and 

our future.  On February 22, we will begin our equivalent of a 

political campaign season, and we call it Lent.  This is our time to 
focus on what God has promised (and accomplished) and how 

we are now called and empowered to live in that same way.  

Lent is a chance to remember how Jesus approached his goals 
for us (i.e. what he lifted up and what he surrendered).  How 

refreshing to see “surrender” becoming the power that alone 

changed the world.  Our earthly leaders might not trust such a 

lifestyle, but there is no reason for you and I not to live what we 

believe.  Rather than being distracted by the “wisdom” of the 

world’s powerbrokers, let us follow the most powerful One of all, 

who surrendered in order to “gain.”  Blessings! Pastor Seeber  



 

Lent Begins February 22 
 

Our theme for worship this year 

will be:  
 

“THE Promise Keeper” 
 

Join us for our midweek Lenten services 

which allow a “time out” from life’s 

“busy-ness” and vicious cycles of over 

scheduling and under performing. 

 

Each Wednesday we offer worship at 

noon (not a bad way to spend your 

lunch hour.)  This is also great for those 

of you who don’t like to drive at night.    

 

Wednesday evenings we begin with a 

light meal at 5:30 and then worship at 

6:30.  If you can’t make the meal, you 

can still join us for worship and still be 

home by 7:30 or so. 

 

Our Lenten theme of THE Promise 

Keeper will be based on Sunday’s Old 

Testament lessons each week.   

 

We’ll talk about how rainbows, surprise 

children, volcanoes, bronze serpents 

and laws written on hearts rather than 

stone, reveal God’s promises for us.   

 

All of us make promises that somehow, 

some way, we never are able to keep.   
 

On the other hand, God’s promises are 

always true and never broken.   The 

images these Old Testament stories lift 

are “signs of the season” and reminders 

of the THE one and only “Promise 

Keeper” and how God’s gifts truly can 

change the way we live.  

One of the favorites business mottos in 

our culture today is “you deserve a 

break today…”   And wouldn’t we like 

to believe that?  We certainly feel that 

we deserve many breaks, and yet …  

 

On the other hand, you can “take a 

break” or surrender a little time in your 

busy lives to come and join the rest of 

us as we remember God’s Promises 

and his power in making them come 

true.   

 

We will gather each Wednesday in 

Lent, at noon or 6:30 pm for a special 

time of music, reflection and prayer.   

A “time out” that can have a powerful 

impact on the hectic world in which 

we live and the endless cycles from 

which we seem to have such difficulty 

escaping.  
 

Ash Wednesday  
February 22 

Noon and 6:30 pm  
 

Wednesdays in Lent 
Feb 29—March 28  
Noon and 6:30 pm 

 

Light suppers each Wednesday at 5:30, 

 

Bring your family, bring a neighbor, 

bring a friend, or come alone.  But take 

advantage of another 40 day season 

of reflection, surrender, mindful prayer, 

and the energy that comes from being 

touched by the Promise Keeper who 

touches us with grace, hope, and 

peace.   This is a small sacrifice that 

opens us to the power of a BIG ONE! 
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Faith and Life / Baptism  
 

I always attempt to meet with parents before 

the baptism of their first child.  It is not only a 

chance to get better acquainted, but also an 

opportunity to review with them what is truly 

important about Baptism.  This month, I would 

like to share with all of you some of the 

images and thoughts that we share.  
 

Lutheran Christians have two sacraments, 

Baptism and Communion.   Sacrament is from 

a Latin word meaning “mystery.”   For the 

Reformers, a sacrament has three elements:  

It is instituted by Christ; a visible element is 

connected to God’s Word; and through this 

action God offers forgiveness.  
 

We follow Jesus’ command in Matthew 28 to 

baptize.  The water of Baptism is given 

meaning not by the ritual but by the promise 

of Jesus to be our Water of Life.  Just as water 

is both a cleanser and necessary for life, so 

Baptism offers the power of forgiveness and 

the miracle of Life that only God can give.   
 

There are many Bible stories that fill the gift of 

Baptism with meaning.  The story of Noah and 

the great flood illustrates the saving power of 

Baptism.  As flood waters destroyed evil that 

had entered into God’s creation, that same 

water lifted up the faithful and carried them 

into a new life.  That is grace!   
 

It was a water crossing that freed slaves from 

Egypt and water that destroyed the chasing 

armies of death!  After 40 years in the desert 

(no water) it was through another water 

crossing (Jordan River) which ended their 

waterless life and brought them into a land of 

milk and honey and Promise!    
 

St. John records blood AND water flowing 

from Jesus’ side on the cross, and his death is 

referred to as an “exodus” event.  What a 

reminder of how baptism frees us from death 

and carries us into a lifetime with a risen 

Savior!  Each time we celebrate a Baptism, 

we are reminded of our own escape, 

washing, and being filled with the waters of 

life.  It is all about grace and it is all about the 

new life that we are blessed to be about!  
 

Baptism is not dependent on our faith, but is a 

powerful GIFT of grace, which means it is 

God’s doing, not ours!  (For that reason, in an 

emergency, any Christian can baptize!)  From 

the beginning the Church baptized children 

born into Christian homes.  That commits 
parents to the great responsibility of teaching 
their children of the saving power of God in 
their lives. It also is a responsibility of the 
congregation, to assist and support parents in 
nurturing each life of faith!  
 

The gift of the Church is that we are the Body 

of Christ, the family of God, in this time and 

place.  Together we do for each other what 

sometimes is difficult for any of us to do alone.  

In other words, we are children and parents 
to each other and share in this joyful task of 

affirming our baptismal promise!   Worship 

and prayer, Sunday School and Bible classes, 

confirmation and servant events are all ways 

that we help each other to grow in the 

covenant of our baptisms and into active 

participation in the new family that God gives 

us as he gathers us together.   
 

When we remember the terrible scene of 
Jesus’ crucifixion and death, we also 

remember that Jesus looked down at Mary 

and the disciple John.  His words were , 

“Woman, this is your Son … This is your 

mother!”   In baptism, that same gift of a new 

family, a new hope, and a new life are ours as 

well.  Our entire worship liturgy comes out of 

an understanding that Baptism begins our life 

in Christ.  Through God’s living word and the 

sacraments of grace, we are renewed, 

refreshed, nourished and lead into a new way 

of living that is based on servant love.  
 

Baptism is more than something “we do.”  

Much more!  It is one of God’s great gifts that 

changes who we are, and how we live.   -tws 
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Worship Help for Parents and Children 
(It is OK for everyone else to read too!  We’ll 

keep finding other ways to help, but this page 

will deal with worship in the Lutheran Church.)  

 

THE BENEDICTION 
 

For Dads and Moms and younger adults:    

Our worship concludes with a blessing called 

the “Benediction.”   This comes from two Latin 

words, bene (meaning “good”)  and dicere 

(meaning to “speak.”) This is a short prayer 

asking God’s blessing as we prepare to carry 

our ministry into the world.  We began with an 

announcement that we are forgiven.  We 

conclude with a good word to send us out.  
 

The most common is the following:  “The Lord 
bless you, and keep you: The Lord make his 
face shine upon you, and be gracious unto 
you:  The Lord lift up his countenance upon 
you, and give you peace.”  Numbers 6:24-26 
 

These were the words God spoke to Moses 

(who taught them to Aaron.)  Aaron was 

instructed to share these words for two 

reasons.   Like a blanket, God wanted his 

people to know that he was “covering” them 

– wherever they went, God would be with 

them.  The second was to remember that 

God would indeed bless them.  These good 

words send and sustain God’s people 

wherever they go and whatever we do.   
 

As worship “ends” our daily worship and time 

of public service begins.  Having been 

touched by God through Sacrament and 
Word , we are sent “to be God’s people” in 

our living.  These “good words” send us out 
with a reminder of whose we are and how we 

are to live.  Like a graduation speech they 

send us on our way, forgiven, strengthened, 

and empowered for service!  
 

As the Pastor holds up his hands to announce 

these words, remember how Moses held up 

his hands to part the waters of the Red Sea.  
Remember how Jesus stretched out his hands 

 

to embrace an entire world as He was lifted 

on a cross.  Remember how Jesus blessed his 

disciples as He prepared to leave his earthly 

ministry with the command for them to “go 
and make disciples of the entire world.”   
 

We are sent for service.  And we don’t go 

alone.  The benediction is a blessing that goes 

with us and a reminder that we are never 

alone.      
 

When I was in high school, and would head 

out with my friends or on a date (which was a 

fairly rare occurrence) my Mom would always 

say “remember whose you are.”  That was her 
blessing — a benediction of sorts to keep in 

mind all that she and Dad had lovingly shared 

with me and expected of me.  The 

benediction we announce and receive on 

Sunday morning is God’s way of sending us in 

a similar fashion. 

 

For Parents with young children:  
 

As parents we hug and kiss our children when 

we put them to bed for the night, or when 

they are heading out for the first day of 

school.  That is our way of reminding them 

that they are loved, protected, and that even 

when we aren’t with them, we are still with 

them.  Our hugs and kisses are like 

benedictions of parental love.  They  cover 

our children with a blanket of protection and 

they remind our children of how important 

they are to us.   
 

The blessing at the end of worship is God’s 

way of reminding children and parents alike 

that we are never alone, and that God’s 

blessing and guidance are gifts that will go 

with us each and every step of the day.  That 
is why these “good words” are so important 

for our children.  They need such blessings 

every day — as do we all, from earthly and 

heavenly parents alike!  (Maybe you could 

hold your children’s hands or hug them during 

the benediction, so they can feel the love 

that God sends along with this blessing.)   
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THANK YOU 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Zion, 
 

I want to express my deep gratitude to you for 
your love, support, and help following the 

sudden, unanticipated death of my dear wife, 
Karen. 
 

Speaking for myself and my family, thank you: 

− to those who joined us at Karen’s 
memorial service 

− to the many who brought food for 
Karen’s funeral luncheon. 

− to those who organized and served the 
luncheon.  The meal was exceptional.  

Karen would have been both pleased 
and proud. 

− For the many cards with their messages 
of care and encouragement, their 

reminders of God’s love, presence, 
comfort and the hope that is ours in Christ 

of a better life beyond this world, of His 
promise of the resurrection of the body 

and the life everlasting to come, of a 
future reunion with departed loved one 

and of eternal life together with the Lord. 
− for the kind and affirming comments 

about Karen, the person she was, and 
the feelings you had for her.  Knowing 

Karen, she would have been surprised 
and embarrassed by your comments. 

− for your prayers for me and my family, 
prayers which I know are being answered 

by our Father in heaven. 
− for all the gifts given in memory of Karen 

to a variety of worthwhile causes. 
 

In a time like this I have become acutely aware 

of the importance and value of our faith and 
hope in Christ; the importance and value of 

family – both the immediate, personal family 
and the family of faith.  These truly matter and 

are great and precious gifts of God to us. 
 

Again, accept my deep gratitude and my 

family’s deep gratitude for your love, care, 
encouragement and help following our loss of 

Karen. 
 

Pastor Larry Brelje 

Are you a Thrivent Member? 
 

Thrivent has always been supportive of churches, 
schools and Christian agencies with their financial 

resources.  In the past, individual members 
needed to do nothing to make that happen.  
That has changed.  If you are a Thrivent member, 

you have something called “Thrivent Choice 
Dollars.”  You must direct those dollars to the 
church/school/agency of your choice or those 

dollars disappear.  And you must do that by 
March 31 of each year or you lose those dollars 

from the previous year.  
 

On Sunday, March 11 at 9:15 am, we will meet to 
help you understand the process and how it 

works.  This must be done through the Thrivent 
internet web site.  We will have people ready to 
assist you that morning if you do not have access 

to the web or just want help doing it the first time.  
You do not need to share any Thrivent financial 

information with someone who might help you.  
And remember, it must be done before March 31. 
 

It is our belief that amongst Zion’s Thrivent 

members there are many thousands of dollars in 

our Thrivent Choice Dollar accounts.  If we do not 

direct it – to Zion or to our charity of choice – 

those dollars are lost.  Please join us on March 11 

at 9:15 am.  If you have questions, please contact 

Dennis Dressler or Pastor Seeber. 

The Stephen Ministries have training 
of the four needs people might have: 
 

1. Crisis:  This could be a death of a loved 

one, loss of job, divorce 
2. Follow up:  This could be someone still 

angry at ex-spouse often divorced for 
several years 

3. Chronic:  This could be to be with 
someone with chronic illness 

4. Preventative:  This could be giving support 
for someone who will retire soon and 

have mixed feelings.  It could be giving 
support to first time parent. 

 

If you know anyone who would like to become 

a Stephen Minister or would like a Stephen 
Minister while going through a problem, please 
call Sue Curtiss at 269-207-0739. 



 

 
Dear Members of Zion: 
 

I would like to thank all of you for continuing 

to support my academic pursuits, both 

financially and though your prayers.  I have 

almost completed three semesters of my 

graduate work in Family life Education at 

Concordia, St. Paul.  I have really enjoyed 

the program so far and am very excited 

explore new ways to implement more family 

education into a parish environment.  

Because of Zion’s endowment fund and the 

generous hearts of so many, I have been able 

to pursue this new avenue of ministry.  I ask 

that you continue to keep my family in your 

prayers as I continue to grow, learn, and 

serve.  Thank you, and God Bless all of you. 
 

In Christ’s Love,  David Nelson, DCE 

Donations Needed:   
Hilltop Preschool  

8th Annual Art 
Auction 

 

We look forward to our annual 

“Celebration of the Arts” with our art 

auction.  This year it will be held on Sunday, 

April 29.  In addition to the auction of 

children’s art and donated art, goods, and 

services from local artists, the students of 

Hilltop spread their artistic wings through 
musical performances, interpretive dance, 

and short skits.   
 

Please help make our auction a wonderful 

success by donating goods such as jewelry, 

photographs, paintings, weavings, quilts, 

and pottery.  Donated goods and services 
from local businesses are also most 

welcome such as floral bouquets, lessons of 

any kind, CDs, beauty items and services, 

oil change, whatever!  Drop off donations 

at the preschool anytime with your name, 

phone number, and the value of the item.  

Call 382-2360 ext 213 for questions. 
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Helping Hands for 2011 
 

This past year we had the opportunity to 

help eight families. One of the families was 

from Zion and the remaining seven were 

from our community.  We also had eight 

sponsoring families from Zion who adopted 

one of these families.  The sponsor family 

contacts the family we are helping to 

determine what gifts each child could use 

or might want.   They also find out if there is 

something the parent(s) might need.  We 

provide their food for the Christmas dinner 

plus additional food, paper products and 

items of necessity.  The sponsor families 

prepare the Christmas trees that are 
placed on the Helping Hands display 

board...the ones you select. 
 

The Helping Hands board is displayed right 

after the Thanksgiving service.  All the trees 

were removed from the board by the end 
of the first week in December.  We were 

amazed how quickly the trees disappeared 

and are quickly replaced with a gift or 

cash.  WE CANNOT THANK YOU ENOUGH 

FOR THE SUPPORT YOU GIVE TO THIS 
OUTREACH PROGRAM.  IT IS TRULY 

AWESOME! 
 

The sponsor family communicates with the 

family they are helping, wrap the gifts, and 

purchase all the groceries.  We delivered 

the gifts on December 23rd.  While you do 

not hear from the families we help, you 

need to know most are overwhelmed.  The 
sponsor families give each family a card 

inviting them to our Christmas services. 
 

We want to thank the following for being 

our sponsoring families this year.  Dick and 

Sue Ann Coffinger, Dave and Laura 

Jenkins, Dave and Linda Mayer, Steve and 

Marti Nuyen, Jan Prange, Kurt and Pat 

Weber, and Steve and Debbie Weber. 
 

Please watch for the next arrival of the 

Helping Hands board on Nov. 22, 2012. 



 

CAMPUS MINISTRY: 
 

The new  year got off to a wonderful start!   On 

January 1-7, a group of 19 people from Zion and 
students at WMU volunteered and served with 
Habitat for Humanity in Vero Beach, FL. Every major 
servant event that I've lead over the 11 years that 

I've served in campus ministry has been special in its 
own way.    This trip was the 20th major servant event 
that I have led and was one of the most 
memorable, because having a combined group of 

members from Zion and WMU students was very 
special and meaningful. 
 

Campus Ministry has taken a major servant event 
every Spring Break week, which usually falls the first 
week in March.   We have also taken several Winter 
Servant events in either mid-December or early 

January while WMU students are on Christmas break, 
as well as several trips during the summer 
months.  The one constant theme than connects all 

of these servant events is the joy that we feel and 
experience putting our faith in action. Jesus 
says:  “Whoever obeys My commands, My Father 
and I will come and make our home with them.  I 

have told you this so that My joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be complete.  This is My 
command:  Love one another as I have loved 

you.”   When we serve one another, whether it is in 
Mexico, in rural Appalachia, urban/inner-city 
settings, or on a Habitat for Humanity project, we 
experience the joy that Jesus promises, which is His 

joy. 
 

Another wonderful thing about servant events is that 

they have enabled us to serve a variety of students 
on campus over the years, who normally would not 
attend a worship service or Bible Study.   On our 
servant event to Vero Beach, 3 of the WMU students 

had not attended an event with Solid 
Grounds.   They had a very positive experience and 
really enjoyed their interaction with the members of 

Zion.  While we were still in Florida, one of the things 
that we talked about was finding opportunities to 
volunteer and serve in Kalamazoo. 
 

On Thursday January 26th and Saturday February 
4th, we will be volunteering with Habitat for 
Humanity here in Kalamazoo. Several students have 

already signed up to volunteer on both of those 
dates. To give you an idea of the outreach 
possibilities that servant events offer, I received an 
email from one of the 3 WMU students who went to 

Vero Beach. She is involved in a business fraternity at 
WMU and she mentioned that the business fraternity 

wanted to be involved in volunteer and 

philanthropic events locally and asked if they could 
join us on either Jan 26th or Feb. 4th. 
 

Volunteerism and serving are very important to 

college students. They resonate with activities where 
they feel like they are making a difference.   Over 
the past couple of years, while serving as a pastoral 

adviser with Fellowship of Christian Athletes at WMU, 
I've had a chance to get to know a number of the 
athletes on campus.   One of the hockey players 
and I have gotten to know one another and we will 

serving dinner on a Sunday evening at the Gospel 
Mission. 
 

One last thing...on Sunday Jan. 22nd, rather than 
having our Sunday worship service at Kanley 
Chapel, we had it at Solid Grounds. I wanted to try a 
more informal type of worship experience and see if 

this is something that the students find 
meaningful.  The response was very positive.  Over 
the past 3 years, the number of students that attend 

our Sunday service at Kanley Chapel is slowly 
dropping. This year, we are averaging between 15-
20 students on Sunday. In conversation with other 
campus ministries and congregations in the area, 

they also have a drop off in attendance. Kanley 
Chapel can feel pretty empty with only 15-20 
people.    
 

One of the things that I have been praying about 
recently is asking God to help lead and guide us to 
do ministry on Sunday's with students in the most 

effective way possible.   I don't know what the 
answer is, but am open to whatever direction God 
will lead and guide.  The decrease in attendance on 
Sunday's has been discouraging.   However, I have 

come to realize that campus ministry is so much 
more than what happens on Sunday's at Kanley 
Chapel.   That is why offering local servant events, 

major servant events over Spring Break and 
Christmas break and during the summer, serving as a 
Pastoral adviser with Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 
as well as offering benefit events on campus, like 

"Rave for Relief" last semester to raise funds and 
awareness about the famine in East Africa are all 
opportunities to do campus ministry at WMU. 
 

Thank you for the support and prayers for campus 
ministry.  I am encouraged that God is leading and 
guiding campus ministry in the direction that He 

intends, even when it is not always clear how that 
will always play out.   
 

God's peace and blessings to you! 

Pastor Mark 
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Hilltop Preschool  
Open House Dates 

 

• Preschool classes for 3s, 4s & Young 5s 

• Degreed experienced teachers in 

early childhood education 

• Engaging and affordable childcare 

7am-6pm 

• Faith based environment 

• Well-equipped playground with bike 

path in natural setting 

• Zion member, multi-child, and KPS 

employee discounts 
• Scholarships 

• Summer Camps 
 

Please come and learn more about our 
outstanding preschool from 4-7pm on: 

 

Thursday, February 16 
Wednesday, March 14 

Tuesday, May 22 

“Jesus of Nazareth:  What 
Else Do We Know?” 

Presented by Dr. Paul Maier 
Saturday, March 10 

 

This fourth in a series of one day seminars 

presented by Dr. Maier will examine the life 

of Jesus using a variety of sources for 

information that will provide a sharper and 

truer portrait of Christ.  Dr. Maier will focus 

on 4 areas: 
 

1. The Sources of Information - which include 
both sacred and secular. 

2. Jesus’ Birth, Youth and Early Ministry 
3. The Week That Changed the World -Palm 

Sunday to Good Friday 
4. The Resurrection and the Second Coming 
 

Pre-registration forms are available at 

church and on the Zion website 

www.zionkazoo.org.  The cost for pre-

registration is $15 for adults and $10 for 

students and must be completed and 

return by March 4, 2012.  The cost at the 

door on the day of the seminar is $20 for 

adults and $15 for students.  A lunch will be 

provided.  We hope to see you there! 

Children Can Help Build Churches! 
 

Kids at Work is a fun, easy way for children 

to learn the basics of stewardship.  This 

program teaches kids about saving money 

while also stressing the importance of 

helping others through God’s blessings.  If 

you would like more information, please 

stop by the CEF Stamp table on Sunday,  

February 5th.  We have enrollment packets 

available that tell you all about the 

program including the matching gift 

stamps your child can earn from Zion’s 

Endowment Fund.  Or you may call  

Sharon Preuss (663-3385), Zion’s CEF Stamp 

representative. 
 

The next CEF Stamp Sundays are:  

February 5th and March 4th. 

2011 Grateful Hearts, Thankful 
Hands Bazaar Results 

 

The Grateful Hearts, Thankful Hands Bazaar 

held last November was another great 

success thanks to all of you who gave 
generously of your time and talents. We 

feel blessed by God for all our talented 

congregation members who submitted 

items for sale and for so many workers and 

shoppers. Without you and the 

graciousness of God, the $6,475 we made 

would not have been possible. As promised 

we have sent 5% of the proceeds after 

deducting expenses to each of the 

following ministry areas: Hilltop Preschool, 
Zion's Prayer Garden, Home Charities and 

Habitat for Humanity. The 80% remainder 

will go to Zion’s LURO campaign to reduce 
our debt. Again we thank all of you who 

made this possible. We are looking forward 

to the 2012 Bazaar and pray that God will 

continue to bless this ministry. 



 

Zion Women’s Book Club 
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Christmas Decoration Helpers 
 

In order to decorate our church for 

Christmas, it takes many people and many 
hours of work.  Listed below are the tasks 

and the people who did them.   
 

Set Up and Install Lights on the 7 Foot 
Artificial Trees:  Dave Mayer, Tom Proos, Rich 

Rakow 
 

Setting Up the Manger:  Dave Mayer, Laurel 

Miner, Tom Proos, Abby Seeber 
 

Placing and Arranging the Poinsettia Plants, 
Wreaths, Swags Throughout the Building 
and Removal:  Beverly DeVries, Cindy and 

Charlie Krill, Jan Harding, Nancy and Dennis 

Dressler, Sharon and Rollie Preuss, Mary 
Vandenberg, Dick and Sue Ann Coffinger 
 

Cutting and Delivering the Big Christmas 
Tree:  Mr. Brientenback, who again donated 

the Christmas tree from Brietenbach Tree Farm, 
Charlie Krill, Dave Mayer, Nick Sward and 

special thanks to Dr. Janke for allowing us to 
use his trailer to transport the tree.  (The tree this 
year was a 20 foot blue spruce.) 
 

Side Window Lighting:  Paul and Helen Fierke 
 

Setting Up the Big Tree and the Lighted 
Wreath:  Nancy and Dennis Dressler, George 

Hayward, Saleem Ismael, Cindy and Charlie 

Krill, Ken Lundquist, Ted Maxson, Steve Presdorf, 
Tom Proos 
 

Putting the Lights on the Big Tree: 

Dave Mayer and Jayne Mayer 
 

Taking Down the Manger, the Big Tree and 
Lighted Wreath:  Don Daenzer, Dennis 

Dressler, Charlie Krill, Dave Mayer, Laurel Miner, 

Benno Rosin, John Stiegemeyer 
 

(If your name was missed on this list, I am sorry.  

Please contact Jim Mayer.)   
 

NOTE:  Mr. Breitenbach has donated trees for 
our church for the past several years.  He owns 
and operates a beautiful tree farm that 

specializes in growing coniferous trees.  His farm 
is located on 45122 27th Street in Mattawan. 

Middle School Youth 
 

The Confirmands of 2012 have begun their 

countdown to Confirmation Day, May 5.  

They will be busy these next few weeks 

choosing their class and individual stole 

symbols, Bible verses, and writing the essays 

on their faith that they will share with you as 

part of their special service.  Keep them in 

your prayers as they prepare for this special 

event in their lives. 
 

Mark Friday, February 10 on 

your calendars for a fun, 

Youth sponsored time 

together.  We will be hosting 

a Bunco Game night.  Our 

starting time will be 7:00 pm, and should 

end (depending on how the dice fall) by 

9:30.  You can sign up near our “chicken” 

on the kiosk.  Bunco is a simple dice game 

(three dice; first you roll for 1’s, then roll  2’s, 

then 3’s...and so on).  After each “round,” 

players move to different tables, and enjoy 

a round with another group of people.  

Come and get to know lots of Zion 

members.  We are inviting anyone from 

ages 9/10 and up (parents must stay with 

9/10 year olds).  There will be refreshments, 

and prizes for the high scores!  The cost is a 

donation to the Middle School Youth event 

fund, which allows all our youth to enjoy 

our events, food, and craft supplies at a 

nicely reduced cost or lots of times it is  

“free.”  This really helps our members to 

attend these fun social times!  If you 

cannot attend, you might consider a 

donation anyway.  The Middle School 

youth will keep your beverage (coffee, tea, 

lemonade, or water) and your pretzel bowl 

full for your enjoyment.  Bunco is a fun 

game, and so easy to play.  Please sign up, 

we will be in Blends with tables of four, 

spaces are limited.  If you have questions, 

call Ellie at 649-4081 or email:  

ellie19467@aol.com.  Thanks for your 

continued support, join us February 10 for a 

fun time together! 



 

Zion Women’s Book Club 
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From the Library. . .  
 

Mary Berkhausen a 

member of our ministry, has 

graciously taken on the task 

of the DVDs.  A grant from 

the endowment has allowed her to order 

the following which were available in 

December: 

An Avonlea Christmas from Anne of Green 

Gables (Hallmark) 

Christmas Shoes’ - smallest of miracles can 

change our lives. 

Max Lucado’s Christmas Child 

The Little Drummer Boy (a Veggietale) 

Saint Nicholas: A Story of Joyful Giving (a 

Veggietale) 
 

Some others she chose that I hope that you 

will enjoy: 

The Blind Side (we know it’s football, butt 

it’s also about the priceless thing known as 
family. 

Jesus of Nazareth - from the Nativity 

through the Crucifixion and the 

Resurrection 

Pilgrim’s Progress:  Journey to Heaven 
Soul Surfer -  the incredible true story of 

Bethany Hamilton 
 

New Books: 

Log Cabin Christmas, by Wanda Brunstetter 
Kelly’s Chance 
Betsy’s Retun 
Sarah’s Change 
Prayer That Works by Joyce Briscoe 
Little Visits with God, by Jahsman 

Longing, by Karen Kingsbury 

Pat Kasdorf (685-8404) 

Zion Women’s Book Club 
 

Our next meeting will be  

Monday, February 20th at Zion.  

The book for the month is, 

Devil in the White City by  

Erik Larson. 

Please join us. 

Recommended Reading 
Heart for Freedom by Chai Ling 

 

If you are reading this article, you are a true 
bibliophile.  You are happiest reading a book 

“you just can’t put down” which may be a 
defective story or a best seller fiction.  The 
autobiography of the second most wanted 

student who led the 1989, Tienanmen Square 
demonstration in Beijing, China is a book you 

just won’t want to put down. 
 

In her own words you will read about Chai 
Ling’s planning the student demonstrations and 

persevering to succeed in securing democracy 
for the students of China.  It did not happen.  
She describes the impossible escape from 

China, and her challenges in the United States.  
It was years before she actually had her book, 
Heart for Freedom, published in 2011.  She 

knew something was lacking and was not able 
to finish it until she found what was nagging 

her.  What was it?  The review below will give 
you just a hint. 
 

“This book may be one of many on the 
atrocities of Communist nations the world over 
during the 20th Century, but Chai Ling also 
brings a special air to her work by including her 
journey to faith in Jesus Christ.  As such, this 
book is a fitting read for those interested in 
history, Communism, revolutions and Christian 
biographies.” 
 

This book is waiting for you in our library, 
because it is one “you just can’t put down.” 

Help Promote Reading  

in Hilltop Preschoolers 
 

February is Read-a-thon month 

at Hilltop Preschool.  It is a great 

way to promote the love of reading and raise 

some extra funding for activities, equipment 

and supplies.  Please consider sponsoring a 

preschool child to encourage them to shine.  

You can pledge an amount per book or pledge 

a single flat rate amount.  Make your pledge 

at the Read-a-thon display in the hallway. 
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Church Extension Fund - 2nd Peter 
“Make every effort to add to your faith 
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
and to knowledge…godliness; and to 
godliness, brotherly kindness, love.”  
2 Peter 1:5-6.   
 

Though Biblical scholars continue to 

debate the identity of the writer, it’s widely 

agreed that Simon Peter penned this letter 

shortly before his martyrdom at the hands 

of the Emperor Nero.  In 1 Peter, he advised 

his flock on how to face persecution from 

the outside world. In this letter, he turns to 

the dangers of false teachers and prophets 

within the church — whom he describes as 

bold, arrogant, “an accursed brood” (2:10-
14). The only way to defeat these dark 

forces, he insists, is to stay steadfast in our 

faith and “pay attention… as to a light 

shining in a dark place” (1:19).  This short 

but powerful letter is a useful warning of the 
worldly temptations that draw us away 

from God. Today, we can heed Peter’s 

advice by focusing on projects and people 

that support our faith journey, remind us of 

Christ’s “precious promises” (1:4) and bring 
forth our brotherly kindness and love.  For 

current investment options and rates, call 

800-242-3944 or visit www.mi-cef.org. 

Hilltop Preschool 
Happenings 

 

The month of February is a fun-filled month 

at Hilltop.  Here’s sampling of some of the 

fun stuff we have planned for the kiddos: 

• Read-a-thon all month—come and 

read with us! 

• Valentine’s Day celebrations 

• Grandparent’s Day 

• Field Trips to Godfather’s Pizza and Kid’s 

Gym 
 

Our Bible stories for the month of February 

are:  Jesus Feds 5,000, Good Samaritan, 

Zaccheus and Jesus Rides into Jerusalem. 
 

If you are interested in being a guest 

reader during the month of February, 

please contact myself or April.  This would 

only be a 15 minute one time 

commitment—we would love to have you! 
 

Looking Forward 

A brand new year and we are looking 

forward to the next school year already! 

Re-enrollment for the 2012-2013 school year 

will be underway soon and we are busy 

spreading the word about our wonderful 

programs here at Hilltop.  We also 

welcomed three new students in January. 

Thanks to the compassion and generosity of U.S. Lutherans, LWR sent… 
 

 
 

 

 

 
A total of more than $12.6 million of aid that went to people in need in 26 countries this year. 

 

Thank you for extending Christ’s compassion with Lutheran World Relief. 

 

The Zion Lutheran World Relief group has begun sewing the Baby Kits again.  We will 

continue sewing on this project until April.  Please come and join us on Wednesday 

mornings at 8:30am.  Thank you, LWR 



 

MINISTRY AREAS FOR YOUR GIFTS!  
 

Ministry to the Military — we have recently begun 

a support ministry for military families who have 
had a husband or wife deployed overseas.  We 
wanted to do more than a “Christmas basket” 

type approach and are seeking to be supportive 
of local families for the entire time their wife/

husband is deployed overseas.  We are currently 
working with a family in Kalamazoo and one in 
Vicksburg. 
 

Altar Guild—provides worship support by getting 
the altar area and communion elements ready 

for each worship service.  This takes a lot of 
people and any of you who are willing to spend 
several weekends a year in such service would be 

appreciated.   We will train and support your 
efforts. 
 

Lectors / Cantors / Sound Board / Ushers— There 
are many who can help in each worship service.  
You might read a lesson, or chant part of the 

liturgy.  You might control the sound board and 
lighting, or assist as an usher.  Again, we will train, 

and you could serve as seldom as one weekend 
every couple months, or more often if you desired.  
 

Counselors for High School— would you like to be 

a support for our high school students, assisting 
Pastor Couch and the others who are leading 

Bible studies.  Young couples or adults who would 
like to serve as chaperones and mentors for our 
high school youth are always welcome and 

appreciated.  
 

Campus Ministry— Pastor Couch is looking for 

help in terms of helping him with the property 
(maintenance and support) and program 
development as Campus Ministry continues to 

seek new ways to reach out with Jesus’ love on 
the campus of WMU.  
 

Christian Art — we are not only looking for 
painters, sculptors, and photographers, but writers 
and others who can help us to utilize the creative 

gifts God has given us to support the spiritual 
growth and faith life of our members.  We are  

always looking for creative Christians who can 
help us in our “visioning” and “creating” so that 
we can be more effective in our witness through a 

variety of “messengers” and “witnesses.”   
 

Sunday Donuts and Coffee—we are looking for a 

new couple or several individuals who will help 

schedule the pickup of donuts (the kids’ favorite 

“first stop” on Sunday mornings and those who 
prepare coffee for the morning Bible classes on 

Sunday.   
 

Braille and Sewing Ministries— we are always 
anxious to provide more of our members 

opportunities to share their time and skills in 
helping bring the Light of Christ to the visually 

impaired and clothing and quilts to those who 
have so little of the tangible necessities of life.  
 

Habitat for Humanity—as a result of our recent 

collaborative servant trip by students from WMU 
and adults from Zion, we are now going to be 

regularly working with Habitat in our own 
community.  If you can give 1/2 day or more, 
once a month or every other month, there is a 

need that you can fill.  
 

Prayer Ministry—we have a faithful group of “pray

-ers” who weekly lift up our members and our 
ministries from their home.  Each week an email 
announces the various needs and prayer requests 

that come from the congregation and members 
support all of us through prayer, whenever they 

are able.  
 

There certainly are many other ways to be 
involved, such as bringing your children EVERY 

week to Sunday School and worship, financially 
supporting ministry, or in other areas ranging from 

choirs to kitchen help.  If you are interested in 
these or any other areas of ministry, call or email 
the church office and we'll answer any question 

and assist with whatever you need.   
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Endowment Fund 
 

The Board of Directors has endorsed a $1,200 
Endowment grant for a student servant event 

to Mexico.  Our current budget still has $9,000 
available for grants, church worker and 

music scholarships, local and international 
outreach ministries, and those ministries 

which do not have budget support.  We are 
especially interested in funding member new 

outreach ministry efforts.  The deadline for 
new grants/scholarship requests is March 29, 

2012.  See Rollie Preuss for more information.  
Application forms are available from the 

church office. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

    1 
  
5:15 Dinner 
6:15 Confirma-

tion 
6:15 Sr. High 

BC 
6:15 Adult Class 

The book of 

James 

2 
8:30 Braille 
  
12 Braille 
  
  
  
  
7 Choir 

3 4 
8 Men’s 

Group 
10 Altar Guild 
Meeting 
  
5:30 
Communion 
Service 

5 
8 Communion 
    Service 
9:15 
Congrega-

tion Potluck 
9:15 Conf/ 
Adult Classes 
10:30 
Communion 

Service 

6 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
6:30 
    Personnel 
    Meeting 

7 
  
10 Bible 

Study 
  
  
  
  
  
  
7 Property Bd 
7 Bell Choir 

8 
  
  
5:15 Dinner 
6:15 Confirma-

tion 
6:15 Sr. High BC 
6:15 Adult Class 

The book of 

James 

9 
8:30 Braille 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
7 Choir 

10 
  
  
  
  
6 Sr. High 

Event 
  
  
7 Bunco 
Tournament 

11 
8 Men’s 

Group 
  
  
  
  
5:30 
Communion 
Service 

12 
8 Communion 
   Service 
9 SS Fellowship 
9:15 SS/Conf 
Adult Classes 
 10:30 Com-

munion Ser-

vice 

13 10 
  
10 Bible 

Study 
  
  
  
  
7 Stephen 

Ministry 
7 Bell Choir 

15 
8:30 WRS 
  
5:15 Dinner 
6:15 Confirma-

tion 
6:15 Sr. High  BC 
6:15 Adult Class 

The book of 

James 
  

16 
8:30 Braille 
  
12 Braille 
  
  
  
  
  
7 Choir 

17 18 
8 Men’s 

Group 
  
2 Prayer 

Shawl Minis-

try 
  
  
5:30 
Communion 
Service 

19 
8 Communion 
   Service 
9 SS Fellowship 
9:15 SS/Conf 
Adult Classes 
 10:30 Com-

munion 
Service 

20 
  
  
  
  
7 Board of 

Directors 
  
  
7 Zion Wom-

en’s Book 

Club 

21 
  
10 Bible 

Study 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
7 Bell Choir 

22    Ash 
   Wednesday 
8:30 WRS 
  
12 Ash Wed. 
Comm. Ser-
vice 
5:15 Dinner 
6:15 Confirma-

tion 
6:15 Sr. High  BC 
6:30 Ash Wed. 
Comm. Service 

23 
8:30 Braille 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
7 Choir 

24 25 
8 Men’s 

Group 
  
  
  
  
5:30 
Communion 
Service 

26 
8 Communion 
   Service 
9 SS Fellowship 
9:15 SS/Conf 
Adult Classes 
10:30 Com-

munion 
Service 

27 28 
  
10 Bible 

Study 
  
  
  
  
  
 7 Bell Choir 

29 
12 Lenten 
Comm. Ser-
vice 
5:15 Dinner 
6:15 Confirma-

tion 
6:15 Sr. High  BC 
6:30 Lenten 
Comm. Service 
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Book Review: Conversations with 
American Writers; The Doubt, the Faith, 
the In-Between.  Dale Brown.  Eerdmans. 2008. 

 

This is unique.  I have been running out of 

ideas for new authors to read and then I 

found this book.  Dale Brown taught English at 

Calvin College for many years, and was the 

Director of their Festival of Faith and Writing.  

He now is the director of the Buechner 

Institute at Kings College in Tennessee.   
 

Brown’s interest has always been in how 

contemporary writers either wrestle with or 
share their faith in contemporary literature.  In 

this book he interviews 10 well known writers 

and asks about how they write, why they 

write, how faith informs their writing, and what 

place faith has in fiction.  This is a great book 

to introduce you to some writers who are 

good at what they do, and who aren’t afraid 

to use their writing to explore faith (even if in a 

subtle or indirect way).  He interviews writers 

such as David James Duncan (“The River 

Why”) and Jan Karon (the “Mitford” series).  
 

As someone who writes, it was interesting to 

see how others go about writing — where 

they find inspiration, what their “routine” is, 

how they deal with “dry spells.”  More 

fascinating was hearing, in their own words, 

what their faith journeys have been like.  
 

This is a wonderful way to move outside of our 

Lutheran confines and see how other 
believers are wrestling with the same issues we 

do, and how they are either comfortable or 

uncomfortable with the churches they grew 

up in.  This is helpful in terms of understanding 

our culture as we go about our own decisions 

about ministry and outreach.  It expands our 

horizons.  
 

At the same time, it is interesting to see what 

authors have influenced each of them, and 

that has opened up all sorts of new resources 

for me.  There are all sorts of mini reviews of 
books and authors in these interviews.  

Let me share a sample of some of the dialog 

with various writers.  Brown asked Duncan if his 

book “The Brothers K” had prayer as a very 

important theme.  He agreed that it did.  
Duncan went on to say that “this is very 
troublesome territory for me.  I was at a 
Christian college last week at a dinner held in 
my honor.  They thanked God that I was 
there.  I felt so embarrassed.  I thought, don’t 
bother God with this … I feel it’s God who is 
always there and we're all absent.  So try to 
be present!”  (p.51)  
 

Ron Hansen (“Desperadoes”) lamented how 

few writers of fiction  seem to  come from a 

Christian background.  He said most assume 

Christian writers will be “out of touch and 
preachy… but a person of faith may in fact 
have more freedom to write about a sinful 
world that others do simply because he 
accepts the fact of his `his imperfections and 
is confident in the love and forgiveness of 
God.”  (p. 145)    
 

Jan Karon, who wrote the popular Mitford 

novels is open about the fact that she wants 

to portray people who are full of faith and 

hope, and lead normal lives.  She said “writing 
about a good man gone wrong is easy … I’m 
trying to write about a life of faith, which most 
people have never read about, never 
seen.”  (p. 224)  She sees her writing as an 

opportunity to lift up normal, everyday 
people who have faith.  She talks about how 

many writers think they have to lift up angry, 

delusional, and atheistic people as the norms 

rather than normal people who are more in 

abundance in our culture than movies or 

television would make us think.  
 

This book can introduce you to some new 

writers, as well as help you understand how 

people of faith (who are well regarded as 

writers of fiction)  can go about raising issues 

of spirituality in their writing.   Even to find out 

what others are reading is a way to discover 

new avenues of growth.  
   Blessings!  Pastor Seeber  
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Loan Balance as of 12/31/2011 –  $1,598,210 

 

Primary Dedicated Accounts (Balances over $2,000): 
 

Michigan District    $  3,017 

Missions – Other    $  3,520 

Stephan Ministry     $  3,271 

Savings for Loan Payment  $10,000 

Equipment Replacement Fund  $  3,616 

Major Maintenance Account  $  7,443 

Hilltop Fundraising    $  6,355 

Audit Fees     $  6,000 

Helping Hands    $  2,013 

Kitchen – Cookbook   $  2,126 
Maier One Day Seminar   $  4,372 

Capital Campaign   $30,582 
Prayer Garden    $15,984 

Savings for New Staff   $  3,950 

December Financial Results 
 

As reported in the January bulletin, monthly giving for December and for the 

first seven months of our fiscal year continues to be below expectations.  Giving 
is about 6% lower than anticipated or about $24,600 for the year to date 

period.  Giving is also less than last year for the same period by about $30,000.  

While giving is not as anticipated, expenses have been $11,000 lower than 

budget for the same period.  The primary areas of savings include the staff 

support expenses for Zion and Hilltop, Office operations, educational ministries 

and Missions.  However, our utilities to date are over budget.  The net income 

for the year is still positive, due primarily to the expense savings.  Included in the 

expenses are $3,500 and $3,600 set aside for new staff member and equipment 

replacement fund respectively.  Hilltop net income is on budget at this time 

and is positive $2,100.  The net income for Solid Grounds, while still positive, is 

significantly below budget. 

 

At this time, we anticipate that we should be able to pay our expenses over 

the winter months; however, it will be tight in the months of February and 

March. 

 
Thanks to all the generous giving to the Capital Campaign, we were able to 
pay an additional $37,685 on the loan principal in 2011. 
 



      ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH           
 December 2011 of Fiscal Year 2012     

  
               

INCOME & EXPENSE              Current Month                Year-To-Date 

  Actual Budget Over/-Under   Actual Budget 
Over/-
Under 

INCOME               
Zion 58,310 68,596 -10,286   365,809 390,774 -24,965 
Hilltop 8,818 10,008 -1,190   61,945 59,622 2,323 
                

TOTAL 67,128 78,604 -11,476   427,754 450,396 -22,642 

                
EXPENSES               
Staff Support 25,140 25,800 -660   158,943 166,425 -7,482 
Office Operations 1,423 1,561 -138   11,613 14,780 -3,167 
Church Property 6,620 1,328 5,292   40,986 32,718 8,268 
Education Ministry 952 1,111 -159   9,142 12,292 -3,150 
Evangelism/Missions 0 254 -254   622 953 -331 
Public Relations 175 287 -112   17 626 -609 
Worship Ministry -501 957 -1,458   945 2,393 -1,448 
Social Ministry -37 341 -378   1,455 3,749 -2,294 
Music Ministry 4,696 6,019 -1,323   22,427 23,239 -812 
Finance Ministry 10,398 10,356 42   72,938 72,992 -54 
Hilltop Operations 12,186 9,020 3,166   59,827 57,604 2,223 
Zion Haus Ministry 260 164 96   2,008 1,466 542 
Missions - General 5,825 6,850 -1,025   36,540 39,010 -2,470 
                

TOTAL 67,137 64,048 3,089   417,463 428,247 -10,784 

                
INCOME LESS EXPENSES -9 14,556 -14,565   10,291 22,149 -11,858 

                
                

                
Solid Ground Income 7,237 7,744 -507   57,031 63,698 -6,667 
Solid Ground Expenses 7,816 10,223 -2,407   56,959 57,472 -513 

INCOME LESS EXPENSES -579 -2,479 1,900   72 6,226 -6,154 

                
                

BALANCE SHEET Bal as of   Bal as of   YTD     
  6/1/11   12/31/11   Change     
ASSETS               
Cash 50,666   67,910   17,244     
Investments 73,001   73,412   411     
Other Assets -4,317   60   4,377     

TOTAL 119,350   141,382   22,032     
                
LIABILITIES               
Payroll 5,322   6,915   1,593     
Dedicated Funds 103,562   113,208   9,646     
Unrestricted Funds 10,466   21,259   10,793     

TOTAL 119,350   141,382   22,032     

SOLID GROUND 
December 2011 of Fiscal Year 2012     
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Excel in Giving  
 

With the introduction of its new “Excel in 

Giving” electronic fund transfer service, the 
Christian Extension Fund (CEF) hopes to 

make it easier for Michigan District 

Lutherans to meet their stewardship goals 

while providing a more consistent revenue 

stream at no cost for Michigan District 

Lutheran churches.  
 

The name itself, Excel in Giving, was 

inspired by 2 Corinthians 8:7, in which Paul 

exhorts Christians, “Just as you excel in 

everything…see that you also excel in this 

grace of giving.”  Contact the church 

office for an application. 

2012 Grateful Hearts, Thankful 
Hands Bazaar News 

 

The Bazaar Committee hopes you are all busy 
planning and starting your projects for this 
year’s bazaar which will be held on Saturday, 

November 17th, Now is a good time to watch 
for clearance sales on yarn, fabric and other 
odds and ends you may need to purchase 

(funds are available if you would like to be 
reimbursed).  Continue to set aside articles for 

Attic Treasures and the Book Nook. These items 
are always great sellers. If you have lone 
strands of leftover yarn , we will be collecting 

pieces at least 80” long from any kind of yarn. 
We always need canning jars and lids, pie 

plates wrapping paper, boxes and ribbon. This 
year we are also in need of glass cheese plate 
covers and teacups with matching saucers. 
 

It has been interesting that our customers are 

now looking forward to our Bazaar and coming 
back for repeat purchases of items they 

purchased in the past. Many have commented 
on the quality of our merchandise and the 
reasonable prices. So please consider making 

more of what you have done in the past! 
 

If you are looking for specific ideas, doll 
clothes, baby items and knitted goods sold well 

as did the kitchen towels, wash cloths and 
pottery so the more we have of these items the 

better.  We also had requests for ‘potato 
bags’ (to use for cooking potatoes in the 
microwave) which we did not have available 

last year. We need more sewers, knitters and 
potters who would like to make any of these 
items. Please watch the weekly bulletins and 

monthly Harbingers in the weeks and months 
ahead for more Bazaar updates. 
 

We also could use new members on the Bazaar 

Committee, especially someone who is willing 
to help organize and represent the kitchen. This 

person would help with pricing of donated 
baked goods, setting up displays of baked 
goods and handling refreshments sold in 

Blends. If you are interested or have any 
questions please call Janis Dinda 373-6958 or 

Sharon Preuss 553-3385 or email us at 
janis44@yahoo.com or rwpreuss@att.net. 

 

 

 
 
 

Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
 

“Pedals, Pipes and Pizza” will be an exciting 

learning experience for young musicians, or 

anyone who is just plain curious about the 
pipe organ.   
 

Come and see why it's called the “King of 

Instruments.” Attendants will be able to see 

first hand how the pipe organ works, meet 

its builder, and will be given the opportunity 

to play. In addition, there will be pizza 
served to all participants and their parents.  

Sponsored by the local chapter of the 

American Guild of Organists, this event will 

be held at Second Reformed Church on 

Stadium Drive, Kalamazoo, on Monday, 

February 13. Pizza will be served at 6 p.m., 

and the organ demonstration will begin at 
6:45. Free!  
 

For more information, contact Rebecca 

Craft, Roxanne Nieboer, or Janet Hill. 



 

February Birthdays 

2/1 Helen Schroeder, Miles Shannon 

2/2 Alex Koperdak, Cassey Niemi 

2/3 Gordon Berkhousen, Danielle Field 

 Lois Heuchert, Frederick Klug 

 Karen Myer 

2/4 Alyssa Aiello, Amy Jacobson 

 Carolyn Kjosness, James Mayer 

 Jerry Ann Meisling, Justin Thiede 

2/5 Clark Frohnapfel, David Watson 

 Robert Wyman 

2/6 Richard Jensen, Joseph Loy 

2/7 Jim Huberty, Ross Jensen 

 Mike Martin, Matt Simmons, Lucy Tomer 

2/8 Alexis Weeden 

2/9 Mike DeMorrow, Steve Sage 
 Scott Vanden Berg, Ed Witkoske 

2/10 Judith Maki 

2/11 Andy Bentz, Rosemarie Griffith 

 Sharon Kilmer, Charlene Sauer 

 Jenny Woelzlein 

2/12 Susan Curtiss, Amy Johnston 

2/13 Joel Bourner, Glen Kellam, Sr. 

2/14 Hazel Bowyer, Brady Jacobson 

 Gail Kurtz, Alano Surprenant 

2/15 Robert Besser, Dustin Bremer 

 Juanita Gregg 

2/16 Kathy Pfeifer, Jason Woods 

2/17 Danielle Quesnell 

2/18 Matthew Dolan, Sandra Krueger 

 Art Schwerin, Bob Solberg, Jim Werner 

2/19 James Hackenberg 

2/20 Steve Butt, Daniel Jenkins 

 Maya Segerdahl 

2/21 Dana Butt, Melissa Hansen 

 Brittany Johnston, Karen Kunze 

 Gregg Powell, Mason Shannon 

2/22 Sheri Berg, Rachel Bernhardt 

 Dawn Fierke, Wendy Kimble 

 Pearl Steffen-Ashe 

2/23 Joanne Bowes, Jason Monck 

2/25 Janet Bremer, Mae Cutler 

 Travis Greenburg, Abigail O’Brien 

 Catherine Yingling 

2/26 Adam Blochard, Anne Dolan 

 Mark Garritano, Walter Rettman 

 Ruth Schuur, Coleman Wilson 

2/27 Pam Leitz, Jean von der Osten 

 Joyce Zastrow 

Parish Report 
 

Death 
 

12/27/2011 Darlene Schultz 
 

1/6/2012 Karen Brelje 
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Good Neighbor Recipe 
 

• 1 tongue that does not slander 

• 1 mind full of tolerance 

• 2 ears closed to gossip 

• 2 eyes over looking others faults 

• 1 heart generous and kind 

• 2 hands extended to help others 
• 1 dash wit, smiles, sunny disposition 

and cheerfulness 
 

Blend together the above ingredients.  

Form into one being.  Serve generous 

portions to everyone you meet daily. 

Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes 
 

 

The need for February is Oatmeal.  Please 
put your donations in the gray bins under 

the church office window.  

Coffee Fellowship Needs You! 
 

Delores Rink is retiring as the 

head of Coffee Fellowship.  In 

order to keep this ministry 

going, we need someone to 
volunteer to head it.  Delores 

will be glad to train you.  Please call the 

office if you would like to volunteer   

382-2360. 

Remember:  When Kalamazoo and 

Portage Public Schools are closed due 

to bad weather, all Zion activities are 

cancelled for that evening. 
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Ash Wednesday  
February 22 

Noon and 6:30 pm  
 

Lenten Worship 
Wednesdays in Lent 

February 29—March 28  
Noon and 6:30 pm 


