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Grandma Seeber was more special than I realized when too
young to understand. I always loved her, couldn’t wait to visit,
but never really understood her. Her cooking was awesome and I
can still imagine the aroma of her coffee cakes. But another
memory is embarrassing. She had a habit of sending birthday or
Valentine’s cards with a piece of masking tape on the bottom of
the card. On the tape she would write “Love, Grandpa and
Grandma.” I never figured out why she wrote on tape, until one
year I peeled back the tape. To my amazement it had someone
else’s name. It dawned on me I had a second hand card. Even
though there was usually a dollar bill with the card, I always felt
cheated and thought Grandma was being cheap. (Oh, how
much did I have yet to learn!) Over time, as I understood the
realities of her life, I grew to understand. She had endured World
Wars One and Two, a Great Depression, and epidemics of polio
and influenza. Grandpa didn’t make much money and she
spent all of her time making clothes for her children, canning fruit
and vegetables for meals, and feeding pigeons in their coop
which were sold or bartered for doctor visits and necessary
groceries. She survived on very little and learned to repurpose
before that became a red badge of courage for the educated
and affluent. (What a clueless child I was!) What I missed then
was that she loved us so much she made certain we had a
special contact from her at important times of the year. She
couldn’t afford long distance or new cards from Hallmark but
never missed an opportunity to let each of us know we were
loved by her! Our times at their home were some of the best
memories of all, and I would give anything to give Grandma one
more hug today. But remembering her effort in going out of her
way to touch my life (even if I wasn’t smart enough yet to
appreciate her love) is a gift I will never forget. She couldn’t
afford much, but she never held back when it came to love!
God touches us in so many ways. It is just that sometimes it takes
a while for us to realize the power of his love.
Pastor Tim
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From Pastor Tim
The Call Process
Several years ago I indicated my feeling it
was time to hand over leadership as Senior
Pastor, to someone new. It was not that I
didn’t enjoy what I am doing or any reflection
of my relationship with Zion. It just seemed it
was time for such a change. Much time was
spent in consultation with our leadership and
after a couple years we developed a plan to
move forward. The Call Committee is
handling the search for suitable candidates
from which you will call a new Senior Pastor. I
will continue to support the process and assist
a new Senior Pastor and all of you in any way
that is helpful to Zion in our future together.
In the meantime, my pledge has been to
continue to lead to the best of my abilities, as
if there was no plan for change in leadership.
This process might resolve itself quickly and it
might take another year or so. I am just as
busy, committed, and seeking to creatively
touch Zion with ministry in every way I am
able. We have a great ministry team in our
staff, leadership, and all of you. We have
moved forward with all of this in the midst of a
pandemic with all of the confusion and fear
that has been part of it. And all is going well.
I ask your continued prayers for the call
process, our congregation, your leaders and
ministry staff as we continue to celebrate,
share, and grow in faith.
Worship and Ministry during COVID

As you are all aware, our reaction to the shutdowns and distancing required as COVID
became part of our reality involved many
new approaches such as Zoom Meetings,
virtual worship, weekly devotions and sharing
on Facebook and YouTube, and our weekly
emailing to the congregation. We adapted
how to share Holy Communion. Hospital and
in home visitation by Pastors were affected by
imposed restrictions.
What your staff has
missed most of all was the normal, regular,
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face to face contacts and relationships with
all of our members. That has been the
toughest thing for all of us and we pray for
the day when we will no longer have to worry
about masks, infection, and distancing. We
miss being together just as we miss being
together with family and friends in as casual
and easy way as in the past.
A concern is we might have been changed
by such conditions and some of our new
habits of staying distant might remain. The
Church will always need to adapt and
change to realities around us. In a way,
COVID was a blessing in forcing us to better
utilize some of the gifts of technology we
were slow to integrate into our regular
program. All we are doing now will likely be
our new normal, but until we are all
comfortable being close to each other
again, it will not feel normal.
The Church will indeed be more “hi tech”
than in the past, but the warmth and
fellowship that was so much a part of Jesus’
approach to ministry will always be what
makes the Church unique in a world where
people are growing more distant from each
other and more dependent on impersonal
and electronic resources such as iPhones,
Alexa, and the Cloud. Hi tech has its place,
but loving touch has a greater place in
human relationships, as we were reminded in
our recent celebration of the greatest loving
touch of all in the gift of a Baby in a manger.
We miss all who are not comfortable being
together yet, but appreciated
and
understand why it must be so for a little more
while. Much will change because of COVID,
some for the better and some maybe not.
But in the end, the love of Jesus and our
sharing of that love will be a priority for all of
us. Together we will continue to be one. That
might make this Easter one of our most
important ever, and it would be great for all
to come home for Easter! We’ll just see!
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Catechism Review — Lord’s Prayer (part 3)
“Your Kingdom Come”
When Abby was three, she controlled a vast
kingdom. With crayons she would draw the
way she saw her world. She named stuffed
animals and decided whether they would sit
close to her or were banished to the closet!
She controlled conversations with dolls, and
decided if our family room would be a
classroom or a magic kingdom. She truly
was master of her kingdom.

Our first family dog, Nike, is still sorely missed.
One of her unique qualities was that she
knew the boundaries of our yard. I don't
know how she did it, because we never had
a fence, but she knew where her “kingdom”
ended and the next ones began. Because
she knew where she lived, there wasn't a
need for any fence or chain – and she was
free to live within the freedom of that
kingdom that we shared.

As we pray "your kingdom come," we aren't
thinking about 3 year olds, but maybe we
should be! Innocently, they reveal what we
think we can hide. We seek to control many
kingdoms (health and wealth, vocation and
recreation, even family and friends. Our goal
is to control life, and when we fail, we
complain about how "unfair" life is. In truth,
this is our attempt to control God. To define
God by what we want, need, or deserve. This
is our effort to bring God into the borders of
our "earthly kingdom."

Part of growing up is figuring out who is in
charge of the kingdom, and temper tantrums
of little children are all about testing those
waters. (And what a painful struggle that can
be.! No matter how long or intense, there
always comes a point when the initial reason
for the tantrum is forgotten, but the child has
invested so much energy that the chain
reaction can't be stopped. A parent can out
scream and out yell and threaten, but the
tantrum will only grow more out of control.

Luther said, "of course! The kingdom of God
comes of itself, without our prayer, but we
pray in this petition that it may also come to
us also.” Jesus teaches us to pray by saying,
“Dear Father, may YOUR kingdom be the one
I want to live in!" (That is crucial because we
want “our “kingdom to become God's.)
Listen closely to the words -- "Dear Father in
heaven, may YOUR kingdom come TO ME!"
God has created a kingdom of faith, hope,
and love, In these words we ask God to help
us see it and live in it, and quit trying to make
His kingdom look like ours. These simple words
remind that we are talking to God about his
world, his plan, and our role in it. They remind
that God is beyond our control – He will be
God and He will do “God-stuff,” whether we
understand how or not. God will be God
whether we vote for him to be so or not.
When we know the playing field, the rules,
and decide to join in, we are ready to enjoy
life and celebrate God's love.

But, when Mom or Dad can finally distract
their little angel from such devilish behavior,
and get close enough to wipe a tear and
give the hug of love, the moment is blessed
with the element of "grace." And when love
again is the focus, a smile will usually shine
from behind the clouds of tears. In that
moment, whether stated or not, a child's true
feelings are, "thanks for helping me stop the
madness, because I had no clue how to
make the crying end." Love does that.
Jesus teaches us the same thing with this
prayer! The simple words “YOUR Kingdom”
distract us from the selfish fears and dreams of
making or losing the worlds of our imagination
and desires. “Your kingdom” stops us in our
tracks, and whatever we ask for or thank for
next, our tantrum is over and God’s love
colors and interprets whatever we say or hear
next. May we learn from this prayer and pray
to live in this love. His kingdom it is!
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Navigating through the CHURCH YEAR

A calendar guides work days, time off, and
celebrations.
It follows the seasons of
creation (spring through winter) and the
cycles of darkness and daylight. We know
this routine so well we seldom give it a second
thought. Calendars help us remember.
The Church follows a “liturgical” calendar,
guided by the patterns of God’s work in
history. Birthdays, holy days, and seasons are
remembered as part of the life of faith. The
year begins with Advent (near the end of
November) finishing 12 months later with the
celebration of Christ the King. The first half of
the year focuses on the life of Jesus (from Birth
to his Ascension.) The second half focuses on
lives of faith (from Pentecost to the Last Day.)
Scripture lessons follow a three year cycle.
These readings in worship are chosen to
reflect the season of the church year and the
specific theme for that day. Matthew, Mark,
and Luke are the primary Gospels for one of
each of those three years, and portions of
John are read in each year. So, over three
years, we read a significant part of the Bible,
as we focus on its application in daily life.
ADVENT remembers waiting for a Messiah to
bring about God’s promise of salvation. For
four Sundays, we anticipate the Christ Birth by
remembering how dark the world was (or
would be) without the birth of Christ.
CHRISTMAS celebrates the birth of
Messiah and the early years of Jesus.

the

EPIPHANY (“to make known”) celebrates the
visit of the wise men and Christ being
revealed as the Messiah for an entire world.
LENT is a season of reflection on the passion,
suffering and death of Jesus. It begins with
ASH WEDNESDAY (the darkest day of the
year) and concludes with the Absolution on
MAUNDY THURSDAY. Then we wait …
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GOOD FRIDAY focuses on the Crucifixion and
the love behind that sacrifice. The EASTER
VIGIL recalls Jesus’ embracing of death.
EASTER is the greatest holy day of all, as we
celebrate the miracle of the Resurrection.
The ASCENSION recalls the departure of the
physical, earthly Jesus. Then, themes change
in focus from Jesus’ life to ours.
PENTECOST recalls the gift of the Holy Spirit,
which changed disciples from students into
servant missionaries for an entire world. The

SUNDAYS after PENTEOST (half of the year)
focus on how the Holy Spirit challenges us to
follow in Jesus’ footsteps as his disciples.
REFORMATION is our celebration of the
Church being restored to its historic roots.
ALL SAINTS celebrates the lives of all the
faithful, ending the season of Pentecost.
CHRIST the KING is like New Year’s Eve, and
focuses on Christ’s return in glory. And then
Advent begins the cycle anew.
Hymns and liturgy reflect those same themes,
being guided by the readings of Scripture.
Certain habits influence our worship life
during those seasons.
Liturgy, moods,
readings, and colors change to reinforce
those themes.
Blue (a royal color) for Advent. Purple is the
somber color of Lent.
Red is used for
Pentecost, Confirmation, Ordination,
the
Reformation,
and saints’ days as we
remember the martyrs of the faith. Green
reflects the season of growing things (like
faith) and colors our Pentecost season. White
is for Christmas, Epiphany, Transfiguration and
Easter (which can also be gold); but you will
notice different symbols to help with the
subtle differences of those bright days of joy.
And so the church calendar is a useful tool,
reinforcing the patterns of our faith journey.

Looking
LookingUp│
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Special Announcements
Grateful Hearts Thankful Hands
Praise God from whom all blessings flow…and there have been so many blessings
from our recent bazaar! We were richly blessed with the final cash total of $6,087.83!
We are overwhelmed, to say the least! Two hundred dollars will be carried over to
next year’s bazaar and the rest will be divided among the LURO fund (30%), Zion
Youth Ministry (25%), Shalom (25%) and the Deacon’s Conference (20%).
We have already received a number of items for next year’s bazaar. There is a tote in
the workroom where you can place your donations…glassware, kitchen items,
holiday collections, linens, books (novels and cookbooks) and much more.
Did you receive Christmas socks, a Christmas tie, Christmas towel or Christmas jewelry
you don’t need, want or care for? We will gladly take these off your hands!
If you have any questions, please call Jayne Mayer (375-8342).

Tax Information:
A potential tax savings opportunity exists for taxpayers who are older than age 70 ½.
Consider gifting directly from you IRA to Zion Lutheran and/or your chosen charities. Gifts in
this manner are not counted as taxable income to you. It may require asking for a check
book for your IRA to make this easier or through an electronic transfer. This action lowers
your taxable income and your income tax liability. We encourage you to discuss how to do
this with your tax or financial advisor. Ask them about how to do qualified charitable
donations (QCDs) beginning in 2022 and thereafter.

BULLETIN BOARD:
Check the Board when you’re at Zion. We are keeping it updated with valuable
information. In addition to Harbinger, YouTube, Zion Website, the Weekly
Congregational email shares the most timely information. If you are not receiving the
email, please provide the office with your email address to be added to the email group.

Michelle Devine wishes to thank
everyone for their thoughts,
prayers, kind words and cards
following the passing of her
brother. The kindness and caring
are helping to deal with the loss
and healing.

CHAIRS FOR SALE: Ever wish you had additional
folding chairs for that special family event… We have a
great deal for you! Adult and kids steel folding chairs
available for $2.00 each. No need to pay that $1.00 a
chair rental when you can have your own. Also available,
Brunswick fiberglass chairs for $4.00 each. Call Michelle
at 382.2360 or Jim Mayer at 375.8342 for details.
BONUS: The money will go directly to our youth group
fund for their summer trip to Texas.
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Youth News
High School:
Bible Study
Every Sunday at 9:15am!

Chili Cook-off
February 27th 11:30am—2pm
Lock-In
TBD...Possibly Feb 25. Keep
watching email/Remind

Middle School Youth:
Confirmation Class
Every Wednesday at 6:15pm
and Sunday at 9:15am
Open “Gym”
We will clear some space in
Blends and have some fun! February 13th from 4-6pm
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Echoes
God IS at work through people in our
congregation...here is their story:
When students go off to college they can
struggle with finding a faith community.
Lately, the struggle seems to have
intensified due to COVID and the social
isolation that ensues. For many students
the solution is to just take a break from
an active faith life, which is especially
easy given all the other opportunities
that arise in college.
For anyone, let alone a young adult
nearing their 20s, it is hard to say “I am
struggling with my faith.” Thanks to a
few students who said that to me, we
have had some awesome conversations
on the topic of ‘messy faith’ and the
importance of Christian community. We
gather every couple of Tuesday nights at
9:30pm on Zoom. This has also created
an opportunity for a “past” Christian
community to gather together, no matter
where they are located. We have had
students from all over Michigan as well
as out of state able to tune in and
continue to grow spiritually with one
another and have some tough
conversations. God is at work not only
during this time but in their hearts and
minds in between our discussions.

Family Ministry News

Family Life
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Sunday School
This month we are traversing into the
mountains! That’s right! All month long we will
discuss Bible stories that have “mountain
journeys” as part of the story.
We are having such a good time with Sunday
School but sometimes we could use a few more
helpers. If you are interested in helping every
once in a while, please contact Aaron!
Convictional Christians
I’m reading a book that has identified three different
groups of Christians in America. Convictional Christians are
those who are committed to a lifestyle outside of just a
Sunday morning faith and they are involved in the life of
the Church. The other two groups contain people who
attend worship once or twice a year or those who just call
themselves Christians without much of a faith life at all.
An increasing gap between Convictional Christians and all
others (including non-Christians) seems to be growing, but
the number of Convictional Christians seems to remain
steady. This is good...and bad. We’re not losing those
faithful Christians, but we’re not finding them either. So
what does this mean for your family? Well, keep living out
your faith life, keep making your relationship with God a
priority, and keep your family involved. The neighborhood
is ripe with people who don’t know about God’s love...your
example to your kids and to those other people is your
greatest witness.

Chili Cook-off
Join us!!!
The next high school youth fundraiser will
be a chili cook off! We hope you’ll join us
either with a pot of chili, or to come taste!
Prizes and fun will be had and each
donation is another step closer to the
National Youth Gathering.
Tickets are $10/person for tasting (kids
under 12 are free). Concessions will be
available as well!
RESCHEDULED
TO:

Sunday, February 27th
11:30am—2pm
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CAMPUS MINISTRY REPORT

Card and Game night will meet on Friday evenings at
7:30PM

Over Christmas break, I spent time talking with the
volunteer coordinator and the director of the women’s
shelter at the YWCA about some volunteer opportunities
for WMU students this Spring semester, which began,
January 10th.

Also, I have been in conversation with the leaders of
several other campus ministries at WMU the past few
months about exploring what it would look like for us to
combine our resources. Those other campus ministries are
the Wesley Foundation, International Campus Ministries
(ICM), and United Campus Ministries (UCM). The Wesley
Foundation is supported by the Methodist Church, ICM
receives support from the Reformed Church and UCM
receives support from the Presbyterian Church.

One of the needs they have at the YWCA is for the kids of
the mom’s at the shelter to have positive interaction.
We talked about having 4-5 WMU students come to the
YWCA between 6-8PM one evening a week to spend time
with the kids, helping them with homework and taking
them to the gym on the YWCA premises for games. The
director of the women’s shelter, who played football at
WMU, is going to come and talk at FCA one evening
about the work they do at the women’s shelter and the
need for the kids to have positive interaction.
We also talked with two young women who oversee a
volunteer group called ROC (Refugee Outreach
Collaborative) about having WMU students spend time
with refugee youth who have resettled in the Kalamazoo
area. Specifically, we are trying to get members of the
WMU soccer team to connect with the refugee youth.
Our Bible study/Topic discussions will take place on
Tuesday evenings. One of the topics is pursuing mental
and spiritual well-being. Mental health and well being
are a very important issue right now and I want to
address how we can pursue both mental and spiritual
well-being, and how they are interconnected.
To that end, I am looking at having a 4-5 week series.
The focus of this 4-5 week series will be the passage
where Jesus says: “Love the Lord your God with all of
your heart, soul, body and mind.” One week, we will
focus on loving God with our heart. The next week will
focus on loving God with all of our soul, followed by
loving God with all of our mind and then loving Him with
our body.
We will have a WMU faculty member in the College of
Interdisciplinary Health be a guest presenter for the topic
of loving God with our bodies and lives, and a counselor
from Desert Streams Christian Counseling as a guest
presenter on how to love God with our minds.
There is a recent WMU graduate who was a WMU
football player and was a part of Solid Grounds who is
pursuing a PhD in Physical Therapy. His goal is to help
people strive for physical and mental well-being and I am
hoping he can come and talk with the students.
FCA will continue to meet on Wednesday evenings from
8:30-10:00PM

The pastor and director of the Wesley Foundation is an
extremely gifted musician. One of his responsibilities is
directing the WMU Gospel choir. He has attended several
events at Solid Grounds and we have talked on numerous
occasions about what it might look to combine our
resources. The pastor and director of UCM focuses on
service learning and trying to reach students who are not
Christian. The pastor and director of ICM focuses on
reaching international students through a lunch every
Thursday evening.
The Lord has blessed each of us with different gifts and
interests and a desire to explore how we might collaborate
together.
One observation I have noticed the past couple of years is
that the three largest campus ministries at WMU, which
are CRU (Campus Crusade for Christ), His House, and H20
Church all have multiple full time staff members. CRU has
two full time staff members, as well as numerous full time
student interns. His House has 4 full time staff members
and H2O Church has 5 full time staff members.
That fact is not the driving force behind our discussions,
but it does offer some insight about what might happen if
we continue to explore how to collaborate and use our
gifts and talents together.
At our last meeting, in early December, the campus pastors
and directors of the Wesley Foundation, ICM and UCM and
I felt some energy and excitement about exploring how we
might collaborate and work together in the future and will
have met again by the time Harbinger is printed.
God’s blessings and peace to you all.
Pastor Mark
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Book Review.
“Consolations; The Solace,
Nourishment and Underlying Meaning of
Everyday Words.” by David Whyte
David Whyte is a poet with roots in Ireland,
Wales, and Yorkshire, England, He lives in the
Pacific Northwest, whose rainy climate seems
perfect for the quiet reflection necessary for
his writing and teaching. His poetry explores
relationships within creation. It is neutral in
terms of spirituality as we define it, but very
spiritual in seeing patterns and relationships
among all living things. His creative use of
language is the vehicle he uses to wonder
and reflect. He makes one think.
This is really not a book of poetry, but explores
individual words, such as joy, heartbreak,
disappointment, friendship, shadows, regret,
and many more. His writing is free flowing
and philosophical. I ran across some of his
work in one of the journals I regularly read.
This is an easy book to read, with short
chapters on each word, but one which
inspires much reflection. It should be sampled
a chapter at a time.
Poetry is at the heart of the prophetic writings
in scripture. As we are reading translations we
miss much of the original patterns and intent,
but the beauty and power of words is at the
heart of our faith. And so anyone who can
help us to pay more attention to words is
worth the time to read. Our understanding
and explanation of faith is dependent on
words, as is our everyday living, so any time
considering language is worth the while.
Each chapter is his reflection (or definition) of
a word. Anyone who spends time writing,
reading, or considering what to say before
saying it will benefit from allowing Whyte’s
creativity to slow one down and realize the
gift of words we so often take for granted.
The gift of language is so important, and too
often we use words without thinking what
they really mean or meaning what we are
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saying with the words we use. Whyte wrestles
with each word he uses, and in such carefully
crafted combinations of words is able to
cause a reader to spend more time exploring
and learning. A sample follows.
BEAUTY especially occurs in the meeting of
time with the timeless; the passing moment
framed by what has happened and what is
about to occur, the scattering of the first
spring apple blossom, the turning spiraling
flight of a curled leaf in the falling light; the
smoothing of white sun-filled sheets by careful
hand setting to air on a line, the broad
expanse of cotton filled by the breeze only for
a moment, the sheets sailing on into dryness,
billowing toward a future that is always
beckoning, always just beyond us. Beauty is
the harvest of presence.” [20]
As I spend so much time writing and reading, I
appreciate one who can help put more color
and meaning into a word, or remind not to
be casual or carless in word choices when a
different choice might more clearly express
what I intend to say. This book is a reflection
on words, much akin to meditation. Rather
than defining words, he explores words. It is
similar to the approach of Bible study I find
more useful which is to explore what is said,
rather than insist on a quick definition that
might miss the deeper meaning of a parable,
psalm, or prophetic sermon. While this book
is not grounded in faith, it is most helpful in
reminding that the words which are so
important to us have the potential to give us
more than meets the eye at first glance.
Try this: “REST is the conversation between
what we love to do and how we love to be.
Rest is the essence of giving and receiving;
an act of remembering, imaginatively and
intellectually but also psychologically and
physically… To rest is to prepare to give the
best of ourselves, and to perhaps, most
importantly, arrive at place where we are
able to understand what we have already
been given.” [182-183]
Pastor Seeber
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PARISH REPORT

Deaths
Marge Heath

2/2
2/3
2/4
2/5
2/6
2/7
2/9
2/10
2/11
2/12
2/13
2/15
2/16
2/18
2/19
2/20
2/21

2/22
2/23
2/25
2/26
2/27

Xavier Wagner,
Gordon Berkhousen,
Danielle Field, Frederick Klug
Cole Cullimore, James Mayer,
Justin Thiede
David Watson
Carol Lueck
Mike Martin, Matt Simmons,
Lucy Tomer
Mike DeMorrow,
Scott VandenBerg,
Edward Witkoske
Judith Maki, Stanislav Tinigin,
Andy Bentz, Rosemarie Griffith,
Charlene Sauer, Jenny Woelzlein
Susan Curtiss, Linnea Gogan,
Amy Johnston,
Glen Kellam Sr.
Robert Besser, Dustin Bremer,
Ron Hoffman,
Cindy Spiess— Malmstrom
Lola Frazier, Kathy Pfeifer,
Jason Woods,
Sandra Krueger, Luke Stokes,
James Werner
James Hackenberg
Steve Butt
Dana Butt, Gabriel Carlson, Karen
Kunze, Brittany Morrow,
Gregg Powell
Lauren Alsvig, Dawn Fierke
Joanne Bowes
Janet Bremer, Mae Cutler,
Abigail VanDyken
Alexander Dobbin, Brian Gogan,
Doug Phillips, Walter Rettman
Pam Leitz, Joanna Nelson,

12/30/21

The wish list item for February is Rice (box or
bag). Donation bins are in the Lobby by
the church office.

Worship Schedule
Saturday 5:30p/ Sunday 8am and 10:30 am
Classes at 9:15 am
Church Office hours:
Mon - Thurs 9am to 4pm
Fri 9am to Noon
382-2360 / zion@zionkazoo.org
Pastoral assistance:
Pastor Seeber 501-3624 / Aaron 271-2848
Pastor Brelje 330-9538
Pastor Couch 598-8167
Weekly Online and Radio Ministry
Sunday 10:30 am worship live-streamed on
Facebook and YouTube
Sunday Radio Sermon WKZO 590AM at 9:30

am
Facebook devotions (Monday and Friday)
Pastor Seeber Men’s Class / “John’s
Gospel” / Saturday 8am (at Zion AND Zoom)
Pastor Seeber’s “Walk Through the Bible”
class / Tuesdays on Facebook and YouTube
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