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Ezek 37:1-14 / Jn 11:38-45        Can These Bones Live?    March 26, 2023   
 
Unbelievable!    Lazarus, dead and buried, was raised to life!  But more surprises lay 
ahead!  What a shock for Lazarus as he stumbled out of the darkness of death. And how 
frustrating it must have been to still be held back by wrappings of death!  Mummy-like, 
he was bound and unable to move freely.  Jesus shouted to the crowd “unbind him and 
set him free!”   
 
Jesus breathed life back into dead bones, but remarkably gave disciples the 
responsibility of physically ushering Lazarus into the realm of the living.  Like student 
drivers behind the wheel with an instructor, the disciples moved the story forward with a 
gentle nudge from Jesus.  Jesus certainly did the heavy lifting, but his followers finished 
the miracle by physically setting Lazarus free.    

 
This is so familiar– to see people gifted with God’s breath of life, stumbling to live -- 
hampered and hindered by the reality of sin and death.  Like Lazarus blinded by strips of 
cloth around his face, people often walk like zombies into the light of each new day.  
Bodies move but there is no love.  Lives are lived but there is no joy.  Fear of the 
looming shadow of death can paralyze.  And the selfish power of sin brings selfish 
choices which truly limit the life of servant love.  
 
Ezekiel shared a similar sight!  Like a valley of dry bones, Israel’s life had been stripped 
of vibrancy and health.  People of faith had chosen to chase the latest cultural icons and 
idols – taking Yahweh for granted, and not remembering his faithful love.  Blessed with 
incredible potential, the nation had instead become like a valley of bleached bones.   
The question was simply:  “Can these bones live?”  And that is our question as well– can 
these bones live?  Am I able to handle Easter?   
 
What causes creatures of God to become so filled with hatred that they murder anyone 
different than themselves?   What tempts us to become enslaved to jobs and mortgages 
or obsessed with internet connections?  How can good people be so filled with potential, 
but stumble around with no love, no joy, and no daily celebration of Easter?   How do 
churches become comfortable clubs rather than power stations of Easter energy?  
 
Like a valley of dry bones, or Lazarus bound by grave cloths, God’s good creation often 
struggles with life and vision of Christ’s powerful plan.  Easter frees us from the tomb -- 
why then do so many keep walking with the trappings of death?   
 
Just as Israel’s valley of dry bones had once been filled with the life of a miraculous Red 
Sea crossing and the theophany of Sinai, so our life is as fragile or strong as we choose 
to make it.  Israel was restored to life in the desert, but abandoned God as soon as they 
found their land of Promise. Too often we cling to God in time of weakness and distress, 
but cease prayer and discipleship when life is full of what we feel we deserve.   The early 
Christians fanned across the globe, but many today have never heard of Jesus’ saving 
love.  Why??? 
 
Harry Wendt, author of the Crossways Bible study materials, remarks often that no 
culture has ever survived wealth or leisure.  His point is that such attractive gifts can 
become false gods that drag us away from God’s plan.  If earth’s wrappings blind us, 
how can God ever be first and only? 
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Ezekiel looked at a valley that had been filled with life and wondered if it would ever 
come back.  Jesus looked at a newly breathing Lazarus and knew his recovery wasn’t 
complete.   God fills lungs and limbs with the power of his Holy Spirit – and we are called 
to use those gifts to unwrap the bindings of death in our lives and in the lives of those 
around us.   
 
Do you remember a commercial, where a kid holds up an empty bag of chicken coating, 
looks at a pan in the oven and shouts “Shake and Bake And I helped?”  The “I helped” 
part is the key to our new life today.  That, I believe, is the practical miracle in Lazarus’ 
being raised to life.   
 
Of course Jesus is the Resurrection … but what is my role???  How will I respond???  
Will I engage in discipleship or allow the earthly wrappings and trapping of sin and death 
to tangle or trip up the lives of people around me?   
 
Jesus shares the kingdom, the power and the glory, and also a command to the faithful 
who stand in front of Easter’s empty tomb.  “Unbind him and set him free!  Remove the 
stranglehold of death so that she can truly live!   
 
Touch the walking wounded!  Assist those struggling to take baby steps or a first breath 
of life!  Embrace and support those who can’t quite walk away from death!  Can these 
bones live?  Don’t just stand there, do something to help!  
 
Jesus restores life, but we must live it.  Jesus creates life and gives us the gift of faith 
that can help others to shake the power and distraction of death.   That is what ministry 
is all about.  It is untying, unbinding, and setting free!  Of course these bones can live … 
but how will you help?  
 
In Hot Springs, Arkansas, there is an antique mall indistinguishable from similar 
structures throughout the country.  It is filled with dusty mementos, a collection of moldy 
yet precious gifts from the past.  It is junk that no one wants any longer.  Upon closer 
examination, there is one distinguishing feature of this antique mall … in former days it 
was home for a church.  
 
Without God’s breath, another valley of dry bones certainly awaits us.   With God’s 
breath even the dead escape the darkness of the tomb.   
But if we don’t help untie and unbind, “Lazarus,” many will never know the gift of life that 
is within their grasp.  Without the ministry Jesus empowers us to do, many will never 
escape the wrappings of death.   
 
As we prepare for Easter, remember that we aren’t given the life of an empty tomb just 
to stand there with open mouths and frozen feet.  Instead we will be gathered together at 
that tomb and sent away with a joyful, loving response (our mission task): “unbind him 
and set her free.”  
 


